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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT AGREEMENT

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I further
ask unanimous consent that imme-
diately following the confirmation of
Alan Greenspan, the Senate proceed to
the vote on the nomination of Lau-
rence Meyer to be a member of the
Federal Reserve System, to be followed
immediately by a vote on the con-
firmation of Alice Rivlin to be a mem-
ber and Vice Chairman of the Federal
Reserve System.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. Finally, Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that following
the confirmation vote of Alice Rivlin,
the President be immediately notified
that the Senate has given its consent
to these nominations and the Senate
then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that there now be a pe-
riod for morning business, with Sen-
ators allowed to speak for up to 5 min-
utes each; and, further, that Senator
THOMAS be in control of the first 30
minutes, and Senator DASCHLE or his
designee be in control of up to 30 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, to update
all Senators, following morning busi-
ness, the Senate will then move to the
consideration of the Federal Reserve
nominations that are on the Executive
Calendar. The agreement reached,
therefore, will provide that no further
votes will be called for today or during
tomorrow’s session of the Senate. We
have discussed this with the Demo-
cratic leader and worked it out very
carefully.

This matter has been delayed far too
long already, and we need to take up
these very serious nominations. So we
now have reached a process that allows
us to do that. I assume there will be 3
hours or so of debate today, and then
debate again on Friday on these nomi-
nations, and then, of course, the vote
for them would occur on Thursday, at 2
p.m., of next week. That is at the re-
quest of the Democratic leader.

We will be looking at what issues will
be taken up on Monday and/or Tues-
day, and we will notify the Members
once an agreement has been reached on
that. I yield the floor, Mr. President.

Mr. THOMAS addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming is recognized.

———

“ME, TOO” POLITICS

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, we ap-
preciate the opportunity to take some
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time this afternoon. This is a continu-
ation of our effort among the freshmen
to have a freshman focus and to bring
what is often a unique perception of
Senate Members, those of us who just
came less than 2 years ago, on the top-
ics of today. So we appreciate that.
Some of my colleagues will join in.

Mr. President, we want to talk a lit-
tle today about me, too politics. I
think it is a timely topic. It is one that
has been very prominent here in this
body over the last several months or
even, in fact, year.

It sounds kind of good—me, too. It
sound like that ought to give us an op-
portunity to agree. We will order some-
thing and there will be a resounding,
me, too.

Unfortunately, that is not the way it
works. Unfortunately, me, too politics
means when there is an idea that
comes up, I say, me, too, and then find
lots of reasons why you cannot do it, so
that there is a very difficult problem in
determining—walking one way and
talking another, saying, “I'm for it,”
but making sure that it never happens.
That is what we increasingly are seeing
with this administration, President
Clinton, and with the minority here in
the Senate.

There are, of course, real choices to
be made. There is nothing wrong with
choices. That is what politics is about.
It gives you and me, as voters, a
chance to choose because various can-
didates are for various things. That is
how the system works. When those
choices are made indistinguishable,
then it is very difficult. It is very dif-
ficult to have politicians who say one
thing and do another, and continuously
do that.

So there are basic decisions that
have to be made. Are we going to have
more Government, more Federal Gov-
ernment or less? Are we going to move
in the direction of having more taxes,
or are we going to move in the direc-
tion of having American families spend
more of their money themselves? Those
are basic decisions. Are we going to
spend more? Are we going to borrow to
spend more so that the credit card can
go to our kids, or are we going to re-
duce spending?

These are tough decisions, but they
are fairly clear decisions. What is hap-
pening is they are being blurred by this
me, too politics. The technique, of
course, is that whatever is suggested as
fundamental change, then the others
say, ‘“Well, I'm for that as well,” and
then go about making sure it never
happens.

The technique, of course, is to speak
for it, and then decide, ‘“Well, but it
goes a little too far,” or, ‘“There are
some details here that we can’t do. I
want a balanced budget, but this isn’t
the right way.” So it is a way of say-
ing, “I’'m for it,”” but making sure you
never have to vote for it.

Mr. President, I think that is trou-
blesome. I think that is troublesome in
terms of the system. It is troublesome
certainly in terms of elections where,
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at least in my view, the purpose of
elections is to give some direction to
our Government.

We have to generally do it in fairly
broad areas. Certainly no one talks
about 800 different votes that you take
in a year, but they do talk about your
philosophy. Are you for less Govern-
ment or for more? More spending or
less? A balanced budget or not? Term
limits or not?

Unfortunately, the President has be-
come a me, too President. There are
countless examples of echoing the fun-
damental changes that have been
brought about by the Republican
Party, or by Bob Dole, almost like a
shadow. Every time the Republicans
come out with a plan to make funda-
mental change, to bring about the re-
forms that people have asked for, why,
we see the President standing up and
saying he agrees; but when the chips
are down, he goes the other way. It is
no longer ‘‘Me, too.”” It is more like the
old Frank Sinatra song, the old tune of
“My way.” “Do it my way.”

So it is easy to say, ‘“Well, I'm for
that, but, you know, it’s not the right
way to do it,” or, “I’'m for that, but it
goes too far,” or, “I’m for that, but
there are the details.” So it confuses
where we really are.

Balancing the budget and cutting
taxes and reforming welfare, ending
the days of big Government, why, the
President continues to sound in tune
with fundamental change, but when
the reform comes around, then his po-
sition shifts and it does not happen.
That has happened so many times this
year.

For example, he vetoed the balanced
budget after saying he was for a bal-
anced budget. After running on a bal-
anced budget, after saying, we can do it
in b years, in 8 years, in 10 years, in 7
years, he vetoes a balanced budget.

He vetoed welfare reform after pledg-
ing to change welfare as we know it. He
vetoed legislation that would have
kept Medicare solvent for the next gen-
eration after promising to save the pro-
gram. These are the issues that we are
seeing too much of ‘“Me, too” instead
of reform.

We need to really bear down on the
idea of people saying one thing and
doing another. I am pretty proud of
this body and of the majority in this
body who came here a year and a half
ago and said we believe that voters
want some fundamental change in
terms of the direction of this country,
a balanced budget being one of them.

Of course, the idea of moving welfare
and many of the programs closer to
people by moving them to the States,
these are fundamental changes that
people talk about. We have done many
of those things, but unfortunately, the
“Me, too” politics has kept them from
being completed. We have sent the first
balanced budget in 25 years to the
White House—the first time. Vetoed.

So we need to really take a look at
what we are for. If people disagree, if
people want more government—and
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